ART066 / Artisan acquires HOOD Bridge from Objektum Solutions


[image: image1.jpg]L/ artisan





PRESS RELEASE
Pressemitteilung • Communiqué de Presse • Comunicato Stampa

Artisan acquires HOOD Bridge from Objektum Solutions

Washington DC, USA and Cheltenham, UK – 22nd July 2009.  Today, Artisan® Software Tools, the world’s largest independent supplier of industrial-grade, collaborative modeling tools for complex, mission and safety-critical embedded systems and software, announced that it has acquired the HOOD Bridge technology from Objektum Solutions and renamed it Artisan HOOD Bridge.  In addition, key personnel from Objektum will be working with Artisan in its legacy migration efforts, while also continuing to support existing customers.
“Many organizations have made significant investments in modeling tools to support their systems and software development projects.  However, external influences such as hardware, platform and skills obsolescence have created substantial risks to the ongoing success of these companies.” said James B. Gambrell, CEO of Artisan Software Tools.  “Numerous military and aerospace projects were designed and developed using now obsolete HOOD toolsets.  I am, therefore, thrilled to announce this acquisition as the Artisan HOOD Bridge gives these companies a pragmatic path to modern Unified Modeling Language (UML) tools such as Artisan Studio.”

As well as hardware, platform and skill obsolescence, many legacy tools just don’t provide the facilities to keep the design and implementation in step.  This results in the code base deviating from the design, leading to outdated and worthless designs. Modern modeling notations and tools, such as the UML and Artisan Studio, are more appropriate for the development of large-scale systems and software, resolving this synchronization issue and future proofing the designs.

“The Artisan HOOD Bridge technology precisely maps the elements of the HOOD designs and Ada source to a UML model,” stated Derek Russell, Managing Director at Objektum Solutions.  “UML artifacts are generated for each element based on these mapping rules.  As elements are created, automatic checking ensures integrity and consistency.  Rare mismatches are flagged for resolution, ensuring traceability and the highest level of migration fidelity.  Pairing Artisan HOOD Bridge with the appropriate services certainly makes Artisan the one-stop shop for legacy model migration, providing an international distribution and support capability.”

The Artisan HOOD Bridge analyzes HOOD detailed designs and/or Ada source code, enabling engineers to correct errors in the original design, compare HOOD designs with Ada source code and merge Ada source code with existing HOOD designs.  This results in the automatic generation of new Artisan Studio UML models from the original legacy HOOD designs and/or Ada code. To ease the adoption of UML by users familiar with HOOD, Artisan Studio’s ergonomic profiling capabilities have been exploited to present users with familiar HOOD diagrams in Studio.

The Artisan HOOD Bridge is used by the Nimrod project team at BAE Systems.  The Artisan HOOD Bridge migration solution is providing them with the ability to transition the project to a mainstream methodology with comparative ease and at minimal cost, ensuring they have the ability to continue to develop and maintain their legacy systems. The solution provides protection against ageing tools with diminishing support, protection against the lack of HOOD expertise resulting from what is fast becoming an obsolete methodology and future-proofing of the project through better alignment with industry standards.
“The Artisan HOOD Bridge and its associated professional services are already proven enablers for design tool modernization and risk reduction within a significant number of organizations.” said Hedley Apperly, VP Marketing at Artisan Software Tools.  “As well as appealing to existing HOOD users and Artisan Studio customers, we plan to extend this indispensable technology.  Taking advantage of our position as the leading independent modeling tool vendor in our market, we are already working on migration from other legacy modeling tools, as well as migration to alternative UML modeling tools.”

Further information on how Artisan can help migrate legacy HOOD designs and/or Ada source code to Artisan Studio, to significantly reduce development costs and future maintenance, go to http://www.artisansoftwaretools.com/products/LegacyBridge/. 
# # #

About Artisan Software Tools

Artisan® Software Tools is the world’s largest independent supplier of industrial-grade, collaborative modeling tools for complex, mission-critical systems and software.  Artisan has delivered a stable, robust working environment to thousands of users across an extensive range of complex applications in demanding sectors including military, aerospace and defense, automotive and transportation, telecommunications and electronics, and medical. Artisan’s standards-based tool suite, Artisan Studio®, provides comprehensive support for the leading industry standards, including OMG SysML, UML and Architectural Frameworks. Artisan WorkbenchTM provides a fully integrated, collaborative engineering framework for the trouble-free deployment and maintenance of best-in-class tools for mission and safety-critical systems and software development. Artisan’s tools deliver on the promise of an integrated collaborative development environment - allowing systems and software engineering teams to Work as OneTM - from concept through to delivery, maintenance and support.  Founded in 1997 with extensive venture capital backing, Artisan is headquartered in the USA and UK with offices in Germany and Italy, supported by a global distributor network. For more information visit:  www.ArtisanSoftwareTools.com.
About Objektum Solutions

Objektum Solutions provides real-time, mission-critical software development and consulting services to aerospace and defense organizations involved in software intensive projects. The company is committed to providing flexible and innovative solutions by leveraging its extensive technical capabilities in order to meet the needs of clients. With a proven track record in real-time embedded and object-oriented software for a range of safety-critical projects, Objektum Solutions has experience of the processes, tools and techniques used in delivering projects to the relevant safety standards. This is combined with a long-term partnership approach working hand-in-hand with its clients to meet the project's overall objectives.
About HOOD

HOOD (Hierarchic Object Oriented Design) is a detailed software design method. It is based on hierarchical decomposition of a software problem. It comprises textual and graphical representations of the design.  HOOD was initially created for the European Space Agency and is used in such various domains as aerospace (Eurofighter Typhoon), ground transportation, and nuclear plants.  HOOD principal target languages are Ada, Fortran and C.

Artisan, Artisan Studio and Real-time Studio are Registered Trademarks of Artisan Software Tools. Work as One and Artisan Workbench are Trademarks of Artisan Software Tools. UML is a Registered Trademark and OMG SysML a Trademark of the Object Management Group.
Media contacts:
Beverley McFarlane, Marketing Manager



Tel: +44 (0) 1242 229335.  Email: Beverley.Mcfarlane@ArtisanSoftwareTools.com 


Keith Mason, Humbug PR 

Tel: +44 (0)1305 849403.  Email: keith.mason@humbugpr.com  

Ann Williams, Humbug PR 

Tel: +44 (0)1305 849402.  Email: ann.williams@humbugpr.com
Please send reader enquiries to:
Artisan Software Tools

Suite 701, Eagle Tower, Montpellier Drive, Cheltenham, GL50 1TA, UK.

Tel: +44 (0) 1242 229300

Email: info@ArtisanSoftwareTools.com  
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